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Dr. Marcus Jones (1992) 
President 
Northwestern State University 


GREETINGS 


Dear alumni, 


To remain competitive in the landscape of higher education, NSU 
continues to place a high value on career readiness, learner goals 
and the individual pursuits of our students. Circumstances have 
changed here and across the world in recent years, but NSU has 
continued to serve students effectively with a commitment to 
safety, wellbeing, education and service. 


On the back of this magazine you can read about this year's 
freshman class, the Class of 2027, and what a diverse group of 
students they are. The NSU faculty and staff will work very hard 
to ensure these students have the best possible undergraduate 
experience and leave NSU prepared to be productive citizens and 
engaged alumni. 


Just like Northwestern's famous three columns, we strongly believe 
in three pillars that support student success and achievement: 
career-focused academics, critical thinking and technical skills and 
an enriching student experience. Outside of the classroom, NSU is 
proud to be a driving force for economic growth and job creation 
and development in our region. 


Thank you for everything you do to support Northwestern students 
in the form of scholarship, academic enhancements and other 
initiatives. 


| hope to see you in person soon and as always, Fork‘Em, Demons! 


Danielle Antoon Cobb (2010) 
Director 
Alumni Affairs 


Read the Columns online 
by scanning this QR code. 


Hello from Demonland! 


I'd like to share my excitement at seeing the students on campus 
again and how much of an impact they are making on our 
community through community service and other initiatives. 

It makes me smile when | receive messages from alumni and 
individuals in the community praising NSU students for their 
volunteerism and the energy they bring. 


As | write this, we are in the full swing of planning fall activities 
around football, tailgating and Homecoming weekend. Please 
take a moment to note that Homecoming festivities will take 
place a bit later this year on the weekend of Nov. 3-4. NSU will 
be honoring several outstanding alumni and you are all invited 
to join us for the celebration. Information is available at www. 
northwesternstatealumni.com. | hope you will join us! 


Someone we all know and love is celebrating a special milestone 
in 2023 - our own Vic the Demon. Check out some photos of Vic 
through the years as we mark the 100th year of NSU’s Demon 
mascot. 


It’s apparent that Northwestern State alumni are impacting their 
communities in big and small ways. There are many ways for you to 
stay engaged with NSU and if you are looking for ways to mentor, 
network or reconnect, we are here to help. If you aren't following 

us on social media, check out accounts for NSULA, NSUAlumni and 
NSUAthletics as well as individual departments and organizations, 
including Vic, across the social media platforms listed below. And if 
you'd like to read Alumni Columns online, follow the QR code on this 


page. 


Thank you for all that you do in your continued support of 
Northwestern State University. 


northwesternstatealumni.com 


Alumni Columns 
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Northwestern State University 
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Volume XXXIV Number 3 FALL 2023 
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by Northwestern State University, 
Natchitoches, Louisiana, 71497-0002 


Alumni Office Phone: 318-357-4414 and 888-799-6486 
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NSU ALUMNI OFFICERS 

President .........ssssssssessseesssseeessesesseeeesseeeseee Leah Sherman Middlebrook, 
Dallas, 1986, 2016 

Ast Vice President..........s:sssssecsssesssssesssseessseeeesse DY, Nikki Ceaser-Small, 
Arlington, Texas, 2007 

2nd Vice President..............+ J. Scott Repp, McKinney, Texas, 1989 
Secretary . .. Dr. Lisa Landry Mathews, Shreveport, 1992 
MIFEASUPET are rssttsrresszcesreottenrceons Kimberly Martin, Houston, 1988 


Past President. Patricia Hrapmann, New Orleans, 1973, 1978 


EX OFFICIO MEMBERS 
NSW President:..ccctsccsnoncniecse Dr. Marcus Jones, 1992 
Vice President 
for External Affairs...........Dr. William Drake Owens, 2004, 2005 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Steven Celestine. Shreveport, 1989 


Tommy Chester ..Natchitoches, 1969 
Caron Chester Coleman... Natchitoches, 2000 
Shade Dufrene Savannah, Texas, 1999, 2003 


Allen Evans.... 
John Evans 
LaTasha Gray-Grant. 
Emilyn Horton 
Emilie King. 
Matt Koury 
Jeremy LaComb 
Lane Luckie....... 


Shreveport, 1989 
Natchitoches, 1992 
Mansfield, Texas, 2007 
Natchitoches, 1987, 1993, 2001 
. Shreveport, 2017 
. Leesville, 1995 
..New Roads, 1999 
Tyler, Texas, 2008 


Virginia Monceret. .New Roads, 2001 
Mandi Mueller . ..New Orleans, 2009 
Camille Nunez.. ..Slidell, 2001 
Michael Prudhomme Natchez, 1984 
Joe Robertson DeQuincy, 1990 
Mark Spikes... League City, Texas, 1991 
Joseph B. Stamey. Natchitoches, 1983 
Crystal Hemphill Stewart Natchitoches, 1997, 2003 
Toni Stroud... ..Natchitoches, 1989 
Glenn Talbert .... Shreveport, 1964 
Jima Wallardievcscece secceseressrstssticyeres strane peers e aren Alexandria, 1983 
EMERITUS BOARD MEMBERS 
Jerry Brungart...............:.s0 Natchitoches, 1969, 1971 


Leonard Endris (deceased)...........::+1+sse+++ Leesville, 1974 
Dr. Hayward Hargrove.. .. Black Mountain, N.C., 1964 
Gail Metoyer Jones... .. Natchez 1981, 1998 


STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE 
ISG AUP residents sramentmin ers Bailey Willis, Opelousas 


ALUMNI COLUMNS STAFF 
Seren aibaaTie parent aia He SS Danielle Antoon Cobb, 2010 
-Leah Pilcher Jackson, 1994, 2011 
David West 
Jason Pugh 
Sasnvaidenicersanersissvonetipvaniecstent Chris Reich, 2007, 2009 
Amy Lee, 2019 
Cree Roark Gentry, 2022 
JOYS Sia LEN OTE i cernenoermreeneenernererernenarcton Daphne Hines, 1982, 1984 


Northwestern State University is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools Commission on Colleges to award associate, baccalaureate, master’s, specialist's, 
and doctorate degrees. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, 
Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation 
of Northwestern State University. 


Northwestern State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, gender, 
teligion, sexual orientation, national origin, disability, genetic information, age, pregnancy 
or parenting status, and veteran or retirement status in its programs and activities and 
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following 
individuals have been designated to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies 
(i.e., Title IX): Employees/Potential Employees — Veronica M. Biscoe, EEO Officer (318-357- 
6359) and Students — Reatha Cox, Dean of Students (318-357-5285). For Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) concerns, contact the Accessibility and Disability Support Director, 
Taylor Camidge, at 318-357-5460. Additionally, Northwestern complies with the Jeanne 
Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy & Campus Crime Statistics Act. Information 
about NSU’s campus security and crime statistics can be found at https://www.nsula.edu/ 
universityaffairs/police/. Full disclosure statement: https://www.nsula.edu/iehr/. 


NSU NEWS 


Economic impact study values Northwestern State at $519.7M 


An economic impact study has placed Northwestern State 
University’s economic value at $519.7 million in income and 
determined that the school supported 7,204 jobs in northwest 
and central Louisiana during fiscal year 2021-22. 

The findings were reported by Lightcast, an independent labor 
market analytics firm. 

“Results of this study highlight the return on investment 
the university creates for students, for taxpayers and 
for society,’ said NSU President Dr. Marcus Jones. 
“NSU supports economic development through 
education, workforce development and im- 
proved quality of life for residents of northwest 
and central Louisiana and around the state.’ 

According to the study, as a primary source 
of higher education in region, Northwest- 
ern State supplies trained workers and en- 
hances overall productivity in the regional 
workforce. The university promotes economic 
growth through direct expenditures by visi- 
tors, students and regional businesses and as an 
employer and buyer of goods and services for its 
day-to-day operations. Numerous spin-off companies 
have formed as a result of knowledge and innovation at NSU. 
Activities at the university attract students and visitors from out- 
side northwest and central Louisiana whose expenditures ben- 
efit regional vendors. NSU students and employees volunteer 
in the community to help businesses and organizations grow. 


Financial impacts are broken down as follows. 


- $75 million in operations spending 

¢ $104.3 million in spin-off company impact 
¢ $11.8 million in visitor spending 

¢ $10.1 in student spending 

¢ $7 million in volunteerism 

¢ $311.6 million alumni impact 


Put in context, the $519.7 million impact was equal to 
approximately 1.5 percent of the total gross regional product 
(GRP) of northwest and central Louisiana. The study finds that 
NSU supported one out of every 53 jobs. 
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NSU’s FY 2021-22 students paid a present value of $70.4 million 
to cover the cost of tuition, fees, supplies, and interest on student 
loans. In return for their investment, students will receive a 
cumulative present value of $860.7 million in increased earnings 
over their working lives. This translates to a return of $5.10 in 
higher future earnings for every dollar students invest in their 

education. 
From a taxpayer perspective, NSU generates more 
in tax revenue than it receives. For every dollar of 
public money invested in NSU, taxpayers will 
receive a cumulative value of $2.40 over the 
course of the students’ working lives. By the 
end of the FY 2021-22 students’ working 
lives, the state government will have 
collected a present value of $50.7 million in 
added taxes. 
Visitors attracted to Louisiana for activities 
at NSU brought new dollars to the economy 
through spending at hotels, restaurants, gas 
stations and other businesses. That spending 
added approximately $11.8 million in income to the 
regional economy, the equivalent of 278 jobs. 

Louisiana as a whole benefits from Northwestern State in two 
ways, the study finds. First, the higher economic base attributed 
to the added income from students’ increased lifetime earnings 
raises economic prosperity. Second, savings generated by 
improved lifestyles include avoided medical costs, justice system 
savings and reduced welfare and unemployment claims. 

Jones said findings from the study will be important to 
stakeholders, legislators, industry partners and organizations 
focused on economic and workforce development in illustrating 
how the university creates conditions for economic prosperity. 
“Data from this impact study underlines the value of 
Northwestern on an individual level, the community level and 
state level;’ Jones said. “It is critical that we use the information 
to continue to be proactive in engagement and market 
responsiveness, good stewards of our assets and strategic in 
economic development initiatives.” 
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Vic at 100: 
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The NSU student body will honor Vic the Demon with 
a birthday bash from 5-7 p.m. in the Student Union 
Ballroom on Wednesday, Nov. 8 in celebration of the 
Demon's centennial. 

On November 8, 1923, by proclamation of President 
V.L. Roy and Coach H. Lee Prather, all athletic teams 
at Louisiana Normal became known as the Demons. 
The name was selected when students were invited to submit ideas and a chance to win $10. Roy 
appointed a committee of students to narrow down the submissions, which were decided on 
by student vote. The two most popular choices were Braves and Demons. Among other names 
submitted by students were Sharks, Daredevils, Musketeers, Pelicans, Prather’s Ground Hogs, 
Bloodhounds, Cyclops and Serpents. The official winners were Aileen Ritter and Truett Scarborough. 

On September 22, 1984, the Demon received his official name through another contest sponsored 
by the Athletic Department that was open to faculty, staff, and students. The objective...to find a 
name for the Demon. Over 300 entries were submitted to the committee. The grand prize was an 
all-expense paid weekend at the Louisiana State Fair Classic. Ray Carney, a 1969 alum, was the official 
winner with “Vic” --short for Victory — which also pays homage to V.L. Roy, the school’s president from 
1911 to 1929. 
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NSU NEWS 


Vic's moment of national fame occurred during the 
Homecoming football game in 1992 when sparring between 
Vic and Chief Brave Spirit, the mascot from Northeast 
Louisiana University (now the University of Louisiana at 
Monroe), escalated into a fight on the sideline. Amid raucous 
cheers from spectators, the two were separated by police, 
by which time Vic's costume headpiece had been knocked 
off. Footage of the brawl was widely broadcast on sports and 
newscasts around the country and still occasionally appears 
on blooper programs. The SGA declaired Halloween 1992 Vic 
the Demon Day. 

Vic's appearance has changed considerably over the years, 
varying from comical to debonaire to downright sinister. 

His latest reinvention took place in 2013 and was revealed 
to the public prior to that season's first home football game 
vs. Southern when he led the football team onto the field 
surrounded by that year’s freshman class Inferno Run. 

A committee of students and administrators developed 
Vic's look, mirroring a logo already in use by the Athletic 
Department. His costume was inspired by athletic uniforms 
worn by student-athletes in the early 20th century. 

More information on Vic can be accessed on the 
Northwestern State Traditions page at www.nsutraditions. 
com/our-heritage/vic-the-demon/. 
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Long Purple Line induction will honor four distinguished alumni 


NSU will induct four new members into 
its Alumni Hall of Distinction, the Long 
Purple Line. The 2023 inductees are the 
late businessman Johnny Antoon, State 
Sen. Louie Bernard and Judge Van Kyzar, 
all of Natchitoches, and law professor Gail 
Stephenson of Baton Rouge. 

The inductees will be honored at a 
luncheon on Friday, Nov. 3 at noon at 
the Natchitoches Events Center. Check- 
in begins at 11:30 a.m. Tickets are $30. 

To purchase tickets, go to www.nsu.la/ 
LPL2023. 

Antoon was one of Northwestern 
State’s most loyal supporters. In 1975, 
Antoon opened his bar, which became a 
Natchitoches establishment for generations 
of Northwestern State students. In 1981, 
he opened the Student Body. Antoon also 
owned two restaurants, Monjuni’s and 
Antoon’s Riverfront Restaurant. Each of his 
businesses employed many NSU students 
who earned money to pay for college 
expenses and gained valuable experience 
which helped them get a job after college. 
Many of those students worked for Antoon 
for most of their time in college. Antoon 
was noted for always finding a way to help 
a student who needed a job. 

In 2008 on his 65th birthday, Antoon’s 
friends and family created the Johnny 
Antoon Scholarship to assist Northwestern 
students. Each year, a weekend of activities 
including a golf tournament to raise funds 
to enhance the scholarship fund which 
has awarded more than $100,000 to NSU 
students. The endowment has grown to 
more than $110,000. 

Antoon started summer school after 
graduating from high school but joined 
the Army a few weeks later. He returned 


to Northwestern after being discharged 
and earned a Bachelor Arts in Health and 
Physical Education in 1968 and a Master of 
Arts in History in 1972. Antoon also taught 
history at NSU. He passed away in 2015. 

Bernard, a life-long resident of 
Natchitoches Parish, has represented 
District 31 in the Louisiana Senate for the 
past four years. He serves as vice-chair 
of the Senate Insurance Committee in 
addition to other committee assignments. 

Bernard graduated from Natchitoches 
High School and earned a degree 
in political science and history from 
Northwestern State in 1973. He began 
his public service work with the 
Natchitoches Parish Police Jury where 
he worked 16 years as purchasing agent, 
assistant secretary-treasurer and then 
as administrator. Bernard was elected 
clerk of court for Natchitoches Parish in 
1991. Prior to his retirement from the 
clerk's office in 2016, he was an active 
member of the Louisiana Clerks of Court 
Association, having served a member of 
the board of directors, secretary, treasurer, 
vice-president, and was one of only two 
state clerks to serve as president of this 
organization twice. 

In addition to his public service, 
Bernard has been involved in numerous 
civic activities. They include chair of the 
Natchitoches Christmas Festival, chair 
of the Melrose Arts & Crafts Festival, 
president of the Natchitoches Rotary Club, 
board of directors of the Natchitoches 
Area Chamber of Commerce, chair of the 
Administrative Board of the First United 
Methodist Church, and a member of the 
board of directors of City Bank & Trust 
Company. 


Kyzar was elected to the Third Circuit 
Court of Appeal in 2016 from Third 
Circuit District 1, which includes the eight 
northernmost parishes of the 21 parish 
Circuit Court of Appeal and assumed office 
January 1, 2017. 

Kyzar served as district attorney for 
the 10th Judicial District for 20 years 
beginning in 1997 until his election to the 
court. After his initial election in 1996, he 
was elected three more times, without 
opposition. He served as an assistant 
district attorney for 12 years before he was 
elected district attorney. He was chosen 
by his peers to serve as president of the 
Louisiana District Attorneys Association 
in 2003 and was elected to serve as a 
member of the Board of Trustees for the 
Louisiana District Attorneys Retirement 
System in 2008 until his retirement as 
district attorney in November 2016. During 
his tenure as district attorney, he also 
served as a member of the North Louisiana 
Criminalistics Laboratory Commission. 

A 1979 graduate of Northwestern State 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Business Administration, Kyzar was a three- 
year starter on the defensive line for the 
Demons football team. He graduated from 
the LSU Paul M. Hebert Law Center in 1982 
with his Juris Doctorate degree and spent 
20 years as the senior partner in a private 
law firm engaged in the practice of civil law. 

Kyzar has been featured for his work 
as an attorney and district attorney on 
national television broadcasts Inside 
Edition, Unsolved Mysteries, Investigation 
Discovery network's “Deadly Sins’, Oxygen 
network's “Snapped”, and on the ESPN 
“30 for 30 Short” episode “Delaney” about 
the life and career of NSU and Kansas City 
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Join the 2023 Homecoming celebration Nov. 3-4 


Northwestern State University will celebrate Homecoming with a series of programs, events and reunions Friday, Nov. 3- 
Saturday, Nov. 4. Many individual organizations have additional events planned for Sunday, Nov. 5. Updates will be posted at 
www.northwesternstatealumni.com. Alumni are encouraged to reach out to organizations to confirm dates, times and details. 


FRIDAY, NOV. 3 


Long Purple Line Luncheon 

The Long Purple Line luncheon will take place at the Natchitoches 
Events Center, 750 Second St., Natchitoches on Friday, Nov. 3. The 
luncheon will honor this year's inductees into the university's alumni 
hall of distinction. Check-in will start at 11 a.m. Doors will open at 
11:30, followed by the program at noon. 


Homecoming Parade & Pep Rally 

The NSU Homecoming parade will begin at 5:30 p.m. Friday, 
beginning on the NSU campus and proceeding to the downtown 
riverbank stage for a pep rally that will include spirit group 
performances and an introduction to the Honor Court. 


Theta Chi 50-year Anniversary Reunion 

The brothers of the Eta Omicron Chapter of Theta Chi Fraternity will 
have a tent on the riverbank for the pep rally. Afterwards, they will 
gather at the President’s Residence from 7-10 p.m. 


Louisiana Scholars’ College Reunion 
Join LSC alumni at Mama's Blues Room from 4-5:30 p.m. for a pre- 
parade reception. Complimentary appetizers will be served. 


Black Alumni Alliance 
The BAA will host a social at Onyx Wine & Cigar Lounge beginning at 
7 p.m. 


SATURDAY, NOV. 4 


The N Club Hall of Fame induction ceremony in Magale Recital Hall. 
The tentative start time is 9 a.m. and will be confirmed when plans are 
finalized. 


An open house for alumni of the Louisiana Scholars’ College will 
take place in Morrison Hall beginning at 10 a.m. Light breakfast 
refreshments will be served. Tailgating will begin at noon. Guests will 
receive a complimentary ticket to the football game. 


A reception to honor 2023 inductees into the Gallaspy College 
of Education and Human Development Hall of Distinguished 


Long Purple Line induction continued 


Educators will take place from 10:30-11 a.m. in the Teacher Education 
Center Commons. The induction program will begin at 11:30 a.m. in 
the Middle Lab School Auditorium. 


Tailgating for all alumni and friends of NSU will take place in and 
around Turpin Stadium starting at 10:30 a.m. 


The Department of Social Work will host the Title IVE Child Welfare 
Scholars Appreciation Rally from 10-11 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 4 in the 
Child Welfare Room, Kyser Hall Room 345B. Tailgating will be from 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. at Donald’s Demon Alley near Collins Family Pavilion. For 
information, email Lisa Mount at mountl@nsula.edu/ 


Theta Chi Fraternity tailgating will begin at 11 a.m. Saturday at 
the Collins Family Alumni Pavilion. Following the football game, the 
50th Golden Celebration Banquet will take place at Merci Beaucoup 
Restaurant beginning at 6:30 p.m. Brothers will convene at The Loft 
on Front Street at 9 p.m. 


The ROTC Tailgate will begin at noon on the practice field across from 
Collins Pavilion. 


The BAA Tailgate will be from noon-2 p.m. at the NSU Practice Field. 
Following the football game, the BAA/Phi Beta Sigma anniversary will 
take place at Onyx Wine & Cigar Lounge. Doors will open at 10 p.m. 


Kick-off for the Homecoming game vs. Houston Christian University 
will be at 2 p.m. The NSU Homecoming Honor Court will be 
recognized at halftime, approximately 4:30 p.m. 


SUNDAY, NOV. 5 


Theta Chi Fraternity will hold a softball tournament beginning at 9 
a.m. at the NSU Softball Field. An Alumni Corporation meeting will 
take place in the President’s Room of the Student Union at 2 p.m. 
followed by a chapter meeting at 4 p.m. at the Theta Chi House. 


The BAA and guests are invited to Sunday brunch at Onyx Wine & 
Cigar Lounge from noon-5 p.m. 


Planning for events, reunions and other celebrations by individual groups is 
also underway. Those dates and times will be announced as plans are finalized. 


Chiefs great running back Joe Delaney. He is a frequent speaker at legal education seminars, on topics including recent developments, 


criminal law and practice and professionalism. 


Stephenson has been a member of the faculty at Southern University Law Center since 2004. She was an adjunct faculty member at 


Southern and at the Paul M. Hebert Law Center at LSU. 


Stephenson is active in state and local bar associations. She has been a member of the editorial board for the Louisiana Bar Journal since 
1999 and serves as the recent developments editor. She was named 2014 Distinguished Law Professor by the Louisiana Bar Foundation. She 
was elected to the Baton Rouge Bar Association board of directors in 2004, served five terms on the board, and held every office, including 


serving as president in 2012. 


Stephenson received her juris doctorate from the Paul M. Hebert Law Center in 1984, where she was a member of the Louisiana Law 
Review and Order of the Coif. She was inducted into the Paul M. Hebert Law Center Hall of Fame in 1987. She received her B.A. with honors 
from Northwestern State in 1976, where she was inducted into Phi Kappa Phi, Purple Jackets and the Political Science Honor Society. 

After receiving her law degree, Stephenson served as a law clerk to U.S. District Judge Frank J. Polozola from 1984-1986. She worked as a 
law clerk and research attorney for Judge Melvin Shortess of the Louisiana First Circuit Court of Appeal from 1986 to 1988 and 1991 to 2000. 
She then was promoted to the court’s Administrative General Counsel, where she served until joining SULC. From 1988 to 1991 she also 
practiced corporate and insurance defense and was director of litigation for the firm that became known as Henchey, Verbois & Hackenberg. 
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Spotlights 


Woodland 
Heights 
Medical Center 
in Lufkin, 
Texas, recently 
announced 
that Allison 
Cain (2016) 
has been 
named as the 
new chief 
nursing officer 
(CNO) for the medical facility. Previously, 
Cain served as the CNO at Belton Regional 
Medical Center in Belton, Missouri. 

Cain is a high-performing executive 
with more than 23 years of healthcare 
experience. She earned her Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing from NSU. She 
completed her Master of Science in 
Nursing Executive Practice and Healthcare 
Leadership from Research College in 
Missouri and her Doctorate of Nursing 
Practice from Chamberlain University in 
Illinois. 

Cain is a member of the American 
Organization of Nurse Executives. In her 
new position, Cain will be responsible for 
planning, coordinating, implementing and 
administering all nursing management 
for the 400-plus nursing staff at Woodland 
Heights. 

Prior to leading the team as Chief 
Nursing Officer in Belton, Cain served as the 
associate chief nursing officer at Rapides 
Regional Medical Center in in Alexandria. 


Allison Cain 


Robert Raines (2000) was named 
interim director of intercollegiate athletics 
at Alcorn State University in Mississippi 
this past summer. Since 2022, he was the 
associate athletic director for business 
operations. 

Raines received a bachelor’s degree 
in health, physical education, and 
recreation with a minor in math and 
science from Alcorn State University. He 
holds a master’s degree in health, physical 
education, and recreation and sports 
management with a minor in sports 
administration from NSU. 


Dr. Estelle Gravois Murr (1993, 

2010) has been named director of fine 
arts for the Cleburne, Texas, ISD. She 

will coordinate and oversee visual and 
performing arts and other non-athletic 
extracurricular programs for grades pre- 
kindergarten through 12. 

Murr has a total of 27 years of fine arts 
experience. She has been the director 
of fine arts in Alvarado, Texas, ISD since 
2020, with 12 years before that in AISD 
in various fine arts positions including 
band director. She started the district’s 
dance program and served as colorguard 
director for grades 7-12, choreographer 
for musical theater and was also visual 
director for the AHS marching band. 
Murr’s fine arts achievements include the 
organization of the state’s first competitive 
special needs colorguard. 

Murr also brings fine arts experience 
at the college level as a member of the 
Tarleton State University adjunct faculty, 
working with the TSU colorguard and 
band programs. From 2009-21 she was 
a member of the adjunct faculty at 
Northwestern State. 

Both her bachelor’s and master’s degree 
were received from NSU. She earned a 
doctorate in educational leadership from 
Liberty University. 


Jeremy 
Neal (2007) 
was named to 
San Antonio 
Business 
Journal’s 2023 
40 Under 40 
list, which 
celebrates 40 
professionals 
and business 
leaders under 
the age of 
40 who are 
making a difference in San Antonio. Neal 
is currently a procurement associate 
for Optimal Ticketing, a co-founder of 
UnTapped Recruiting and host for the 
UnTapped podcast where professionals 
discuss DEI in the workplace. UnTapped 
(www.untappedrecruiting.com) helps 


Jeremy Neal 


businesses connect with job candidates. 

Neal worked 15 years with AT&T at 
the company’s Shreveport, Austin and 
San Antonio offices. Last year, he was 
recognized as an AT&T Dream in Black: 
Black Future Maker, a program that fosters 
diversity in the community. He earned 
AT&T Service Excellence Awards in 2015 
and 2022. 

Neal is a member of Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity for Psi Alpha Chapter 
in San Antonio and serves as the 
director of public relations. He is an 
International Life Member and District 
Life Member of the Fraternity. He is also 
a member of ForbesBLK and serves as a 
community volunteer for Girl Scouts of 
America. Additional accolades include 
the inaugural 9th District Public Relations 
Quill Awardee this year, the Basileus 
Awards in 2021 and the Unsung Hero 
Awards in 2020 and 2022. 

Neal earned concurrent degrees in 
computer information systems and 
business with a minor in criminal justice 
at NSU, an MBA in human resources from 
DeVry University in 2013 and a Master of 
Science in technology management at 
North Carolina Agricultural and Technical 
State University in 2020. 


LaSheka 
Shine (2004) 
received the 
2023 Herschel 
Brown Civil 
Rights Award 
from the 
Shreveport- 
Bossier 
City African 
American 
Chamber of 
Commerce. 
The award highlights a person in the 
community who successfully pushed 
initiatives to promote civil rights to 
the underserved. Shine is CEO of LDS 
Consulting and Therapist Development 
and Care Support coordinator for the U.S. 
Department of Veteran's Affairs. 

Shine is engaged in several community 
initiatives, including parterships with 
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LaSheka Shine 
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the Louisiana Public Health Institute, 
Philadelphia Center, PACE, Rainbow PAC of 
Louisiana and ShrevePride and is a vocal 
ally of the LGBTQ+ community. 

Last year she completed the Goldman 
Sachs’ One Million Black Women Black 
in Business certification through an 
initiative designed to drive economic 
empowerment. Since then, revenue for 
her practice has increased 35 percent 
and she was able to hire more staff. She 
recently established a non-profit, the 
Transparency Heals Foundation, and 
earlier this year was selected to serve 
on the Louisiana Board of Social Work 
Examiners Policy Committee. 

At NSU, she earned a degree in criminal 
justice and was involved with Tau Beta 
Sigma, Sigma Gamma Rho and Purple 
Jackets. She earned a Master of Social 
Work at Grambling. 


The Baton 
Rouge Area 
Foundation 
(BRAF) 
announced the 
appointment 
of Eric Dexter 
(2005) as the 
first-ever vice 
president 
of civic 
leadership 
effective 
August 21. 

In this newly created role, Dexter will 
play a crucial role in implementing 
initiatives tied to BRAF’s Opportunity 
Agenda, which aims to build a thriving 
and resilient future for all in Baton Rouge 
and beyond. Dexter’s work will focus 

on prioritizing efforts that can generate 
the greatest impact for the community 
through enhanced quality of life, regional 
resilience, strong and safe neighborhoods, 
healthcare outcomes, education and 
economic prosperity. The Foundation 

will continue collaborating with internal 
and external partners to execute their 
legacy projects including the LSU Lakes 
Restoration and Baton Rouge to New 
Orleans Passenger Rail. 


Eric Dexter 


Dexter brings with him significant 
experience in operations, business 
development and strategy, and client 
relations. He has a lengthy record of 
community service and engagement 
that includes serving on boards and 
committees for more than 15 nonprofits 
whose areas of focus span education, 
business and regional development, 
youth development, healthcare, and the 
arts. 

A native of Alexandria, Dexter served 
as vice president of Civil Solutions 
Consulting Group, Inc. where he oversaw 
the organization's marketing and business 
development initiatives while managing 
new and existing client accounts. 

A strong community advocate, he is 
a leading figure in the development of 
several local nonprofits and associations, 
ranging from business, education, 
economic development, the arts and 
social good. His activism has been noted 
by the Baton Rouge Business Report as 
a Forty Under 40 honoree in 2015, as 
LABI’s 2016 Young Businessperson-Free 
Enterprise Champion and as a 2017 Boys 
& Girls Club of Greater Baton Rouge Great 
Futures Gala Honoree. 

Dexter earned his undergraduate 
degree at NSU in business administration 
with a minor in marketing. 


Candance Grayson, chapter advisor for 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority inc. was selected as 
Undergraduate Advisor of the Year out of 
42 chapters in the southern region. 


Pi Kappa Phi ranks 
Beta Omicron among 
top alumni chapters 


Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity’s national 
headquarters in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
has ranked the Beta Omicron Alumni 
Chapter at Northwestern State University 
among its top alumni groups in the 
country. 

In July, the Fraternity announced the 
Northwestern State University alumni 
organization had earned Champion 
Master Alumni Chapter status for its 
efforts to connect and engage with alumni 
members. 

“This award recognizes alumni chapters 
and housing corporations that operate 
at the highest level in promoting lifelong 
brotherhood through communication, 
alumni events, sound business practices 
and support of the undergraduate 
chapter,’ a news release stated. 

The Beta Omicron Alumni Chapter of Pi 
Kappa Phi Fraternity Housing Corporation, 
Inc. exists to support student members of 
the fraternity by connecting generations 
of initiates through meaningful 
experiences, providing housing for 
the undergraduate chapter at NSU, 
and supporting leadership initiatives 
through mentoring and other volunteer 
opportunities. The alumni chapter's 
board of directors holds biweekly virtual 
meetings and coordinates support of NSU 
and campus initiatives on behalf of its 
alumni members. 

Its efforts have been recognized 
numerous times in recent years, 
most notably, being named Housing 
Corporation of the Year in 2021 and 
Alumni Chapter of the Year in 2015 and 
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UTA promotes Brammer to senior VP of global music operations 


Northwestern State University alumna 
Brandi Brammer has been appointed 
senior vice president of global music 
operations at UTA (United Talent Agency), 
a leading global talent, entertainment, 
sports and advisory company that 
represents talent across film, television, 
music, sports, video games, branding 
and licensing, fine arts, broadcasting and 
several other industries. It’s one of largest 
agencies of its kind in the world. 

Brammer, who is based in Nashville, 
previously was vice president of people 
and business partnerships. She will 
now lead the day-to-day operational 
work of UTA Music worldwide, spanning 
human resources, legal and business 
affairs, finance, facilities and technology 
initiatives, as the practice continues its 
expansion. 

“I've already begun digging into 
the systems and processes across the 
department and am looking forward to 
getting to know all the staff on a deeper 
level,’ she said. “I'll be spending some 
time in our offices across the U.S. and just 
got back from our London office grand 
opening.’ 

Brammer earned a degree in Hospitality 
Management and Tourism at NSU in 


1997 and began her career in the 
music department at Creative 
Artists Agency in Los Angeles in 
1999 with her career path leading 
to director of operations and 
special events for the Academy 
of Country Music. She then 
returned to CAA for a decade 

of responsibilities in human 
resources before joining William 
Morris Endeavor (WME), first as 

a senior executive for operations 
and strategy and later as vice 
president of human resources. 
She joined UTA in 2021, the year 
the company opened its Nashville 
headquarters. 

“| enjoy collaborating with 
colleagues and developing 
processes and structure to 
support the thriving business. | 
also love helping folks develop in 
their careers,’ Brammer said. 

Brammer said the music 
industry can be very rewarding, 
but success takes a lot of hard 
work and dedication. Those interested in 
that type of career need to be mobile. 

“If you want to be in the music industry, 
you likely need to move to Los Angeles, 


New York City or Nashville, which is where 
the majority of the industry is located,’ she 
said. “Move, network and start building 
your career. You won't regret putting 
yourself out there and going for it.” 


Nursing alum Bartolo impacting public health through Be The Match 


As a leader in healthcare quality and regulatory 
affairs, Lou Bartolo (2014) is part of the team that 
regulates all bone marrow transplants and stem cell 
transplants in the U.S. and creates standards put in 
place for the product collection. His professional 


Health Policy. 


families. 


experience is a result of the combination of business skills and healthcare 
knowledge and his list of accomplishments in quality assurance, patient safety 
and program development is as extensive as it is impactful. He is involved with 
numerous professional associations and earned several leadership honors. 
Bartolo’s current title is senior regulatory affairs associate for the National 
Marrow Donor Program/Be The Match in Washington, D.C., 
where he has also worked in hospitals and cancer centers after 
completing an internship as a public health analyst at the U.S. 
Dept. of Health & Human Services/HRSA/Federal Office of Rural 


A New Orleans native, Bartolo holds a Bachelor of Science 
in Business Administration/Marketing from Our Lady of Holy 
Cross College, a Master of Science in Health and Human 
Performance from NSU, a Master of Science in Nursing from 
Johns Hopkins University School of Nursing and a Doctor of 
Nursing Practice-Executive Leadership from Loyola University 
School of Nursing. He also founded the non-profit Asclepius/ 
Mardi Gras Beats Pediatric Cancer, which brings the spirit of 
Mardi Gras to patients in pediatric oncology units and their 


Bartolo’s professional life began in the hospitality and 
catering management industry, but his interest in public health 
led him to NSU’s health promotion track in the HHP graduate 
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On the Bookshelf 


John Keeling’s novel “The Vatican Investigation Division” is 
available for readers. Keeling wrote the novel while studying to 
be a religious brother at the Oratory in South Carolina. He is a 
resident of DeRidder and earned a master’s degree in English at 
NSU in 2004. 

“As the head of the Catholic Church, the Vatican has 
investigated religious mysteries for authenticity for centuries,” 
Keeling said.The present day is no exception. A multinational 
team has been dispatched on a globe-trotting mission to 
investigate a warning issued by the Virgin Mary. The inhabitants 
of the earth must change their ways, she tells us, or her Son will 
return with a vengeance. The message goes unheeded. 

“The Vatican Investigation Division descends on a monastery 
in Oregon, as the world prepares for war. A weapon designed 
to split the world in half is built 
and powered up in Syria. As the 


——— 


Nonco Pelafigue Update 


After an article appeared in 
the Summer 2023 edition of the 2 
Columns magazine, NSU alum y 
Marcus Norwood reached out to 
share a video piece he created 
about the life of Nonco Pelafigue, a 
Northwestern State alumnus whose 
cause for sainthood advanced to 
Rome this past May. 

Norwood's video about Nonco 
Pelafigue can be viewed here: 
https://youtu.be/4d|Bwdtt9Ek. 

Norwood grew up in Fairview 
Alpha and currently resides in 
Pearland, Texas. After earning a degree in general studies in 1998 
and a master’s degree in education in 2005, he was a teacher for 


team divides, one half goes to the 
United States while the other half 
heads to the Middle East to both 
authenticate the message and stop 
Armageddon. Between the two, 
they must find a way to prevent a 
war so destructive it would destroy 
all life as we know it.” 

Consumers can purchase “The 
Vatican Investigation Division” 
at traditional brick and mortar 
bookstores or online at Amazon. 
com, Apple iTunes store or Barnes 
and Noble. 
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22 years and is currently a videographer for the Archdiocese of 
Galveston-Houston. 
Norwood and his wife Helen met at NSU and have two children. 
He also created a documentary about the history of Winn Parish. 
His work on the History of the West and Kimbrell Clan of Winn 
Parish can be viewed here: https://youtu.be/9AYTMROMTHE. 
Below are links to two other potential saints with Louisiana 


https://youtu.be/-tFd_5z3Zdw 

https://youtu.be/DJqiMJVi6pw 

“lam aware of the Shreveport candidates [the Shreveport 
Martyrs who have Natchitoches connections] and will begin 
= work on piece about them as well,” he said. 


Bartolo continued 


program and an internship at the Office of 
Rural Health Policy working with clinics and 
social services agencies. 

“| knew | had to complete an internship 
and wanted something impactful and 
meaningful and a place where | would 
learn the most about diverse community 
programs,’ he said. “I was hooked on living 
in Washington and saw the opportunities 
around me were unlimited during the 
months of my internship. | must thank 
my faculty advisor Dr. Catherine McMillan 
for allowing me to pull off an internship 
that was very different than most of the 
students. She was skeptical about me 
quitting my job and moving to D.C. for such 
an endeavor.’ 

Bartolo then began working as 
coordinator at Georgetown University’s 
C.W. Bill Young/Department of Defense 
Marrow Donor Program. 

“Anyone part of the military that was 
to donate bone marrow or stem cells for 
transplant had to go through our program 


for work up and clearance before the 
donation process could occur,’ he said. “I 
was hooked on this field of work by saving 
lives and working with these incredible 
heroes, not only someone protecting our 
country but also willing to go through 
such a process to save another persons life 
somewhere across the globe. When | got 
the opportunity to move to the collection 
side of the stem cells and bone marrow at 
MedStar Georgetown University Hospital | 
jumped at the chance because | was all in 
at that point and joined as the quality and 
data manager.’ 

Upon completing his MSN at John 
Hopkins, he was asked to be the quality 
manager/officer of the Blood and Marrow 
Collection Program and the Stem Cell 
Transplant and Cellular Immunotherapy 
Programs. He was then was called on 
by the National Marrow Donor Program 
(NMDP) to join as a Senior Regulatory 
Affairs Associate. 

Bartolo said experiences working 


in oncology, first with donors through 

the marrow donor program, then with 
pediatric patients on the clinical side, have 
been rewarding. 

“The rewards are when you hear you 
helped facilitate a donor's collection and 
the recipient received the transplant 
and recovered living their life again,’ he 
said. “Fighting cancer is not easy but in 
my current role helping with trials we 
are doing what we can every day to put 
another drug on the market to fight cancer.” 

As for his non-profit, Bartolo hopes that it 
will continue to grow and bring joy to kids 
battling cancer. 

“| would have never become a nurse 
much less having a doctoral degree if 
it had not been for NSU allowing me 
to come to Washington, D.C. My health 
professional career is because | took the 
leap to complete my first graduate degree 
at NSU. | will always be grateful for the 
day searching to find the best health 
promotion program for me.” 
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Croce packs a wallop 
of prestige and talent 


NSU: 


Last stop for Jim Croce 
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Four down and five more to go 
in bids for class se 


Jim Croce remembered on 50th 
anniversary of plane crash 


On September 20, 1973, 30-year-old singer/songwriter Jim Croce played his 
last concert at Northwestern State University. To commemorate the event, the 
Natchitoches Sports Hall of Fame and North Louisiana History Museum hosted an 
event titled “Photographs and Memories,” and screened a documentary created by 
NSU students. The film, “The Night the Music Died,” examines the crash as it was 
viewed through the eyes of the student journalists who were working that night. 

The documentary can be viewed here: https://youtu.be/GDe8Qsxfyhw 

A rising star, Croce had chart success with “Bad, Bad Leroy Brown” and other 
songs, and was working on a third album. Following the concert in Prather 
Coliseum, Croce and his entourage boarded a plane bound for Sherman, Texas, 
the last stop on the tour. Piloting the Beechcraft E18 he chartered, Robert N. 
Elliott, had to walk the three kilometers to the airport, because he could not 
find a taxi. Immediately after takeoff from Natchitoches Regional Airport, the 
plane struck a hickory tree. All six people on board, including guitarist Maury 
Muehleisen, comedian George Stevens, road manager Dennis Rast and Croce’s 
manager Kenneth D. Cortese, were killed in the accident. The investigation 
blamed pilot error. 
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Three freshman anglers were awarded Dylan Kyle Poche Scholarship. From left are Shelley 
Poche, Ross Miller, Drake Wadsworth, Cole Pickett and Burt Poche at the scholarship 


presentation. 


Freshmen join Fishing Team with Poche Scholarships 


Three freshmen who are part of the 
university's bass fishing team were named 
recipients of Dylan Kyle Poche Memorial 
Scholarships. Ross Miller of Rayne, Cole 
Pickett of Many and Drake Wadsworth of 
Stonewall will be awarded a combined 
$20,500 from Burt and Shelley Poche. All 
three students will major in business while 
competing in FLW, B.A.S.S. and Collegiate 
Bass circuits. 

Funds for the annual scholarships are 
generated through the Dylan Kyle Poche 
Memorial Fishing Tournament, held each 
year at Toledo Bend Reservoir, with a large 
portion also donated to the Fishing Team 


to defray expenses incurred with travel 
and competition. 

The Dylan Kyle Poche Memorial Fishing 
Scholarship was established by Poche's 
parents, Burt and Shelley Poche and 
Misty Ott. Poche was a 2015 graduate 
of Natchitoches Central High School and 
an avid outdoorsman. He excelled at 
tournament fishing and was a member 
of the NCHS Fishing Team and the NSU 
Fishing Team as a freshman. He passed 
away in January 2016. 

More information on the NSU Fishing 
Team is available online at 
facebook.com/NSULABassFishing. 


Who's Randy? 


Alumni as recruiters 


Virginia Dixon Monceret (2001) 
participated in a Northwestern State 
recruiting event at Catholic of Pointe 
Coupee School in New Roads. As a member 
of the Alumni Advisory Board, Dixon said 
the best way you can help recruit top 
students from your area is to get involved 
with your local high schools and participate 
in college fairs. 

“We've got so much momentum,’ she 
said. “Although | didn’t go to that high 
school, | live in the community and the 
students there are the children of my 
friends. 

Catholic Point Coupee 2023 graduate 
Gracie Gunter also attended the event and 
connected with friends making decisions 
about college. She is the daughter of NSU 
alum Kristen Doucet Gunter (2004) and 
Monceret said her testimony made an 
impact. 

“| encourage alumni to partner with 
their local high schools, talk to guidance 
counselors and contact the recruiter for 
their area and let them know they are 
willing to help,’ Monceret said. 
| / For information 
on recruiting 
initiatives 
and contact 
information on 
recruiters, visit 
www.nsula.edu/ 
futurestudents/. 


From left are Monceret, Gunter, Maddy Hensley, 
Southeast Louisiana recruiter, and Emma 
Cockrum, Louisiana Scholars’ College Recruiter. 


Current staff at KNWD Radio are curious about the origins of Randy, KNWD’s lucky bowling 
pin, a resident of the station for more than a decade. Randy presides over the DJ booth and 
was already a fixture at KNWD prior to the station’s renovation in 2013, according to Daniel 
Thiels (2015), who was general manager from 2013-15. 

Jeff Burkett (2009), who was general manager from 1994-96 and involved with the 
station’s move to Kyser Hall, has no recollection of Randy. Estimates put Randy’s arrivall at 
KNWD between 1997 and 2012. 

Any KNWD alumni with information about Randy can email jacksonl@nsula.edu. 


Created in 1974, KNWD (91.7 FM) is NSU’s student-run radio station that currently 
broadcasts from Kyser Hall. KNWD originally operated out of Russell Library (now Russell 
Hall) until moving to South Hall in 1988, a space the radio staff referred to as Croce Hall in 
reference to singer-songwriter Jim Croce who died in a place crash on Sept. 20, 2073. The 
station was relocated to Kyser in 1995. 
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Parker Sisters Scholarship celebrates Jana Parker Lucky retirement 


After 31 years serving her alma 
mater, Jana Parker Lucky retired from 
Northwestern State University this past 
summer. To celebrate Lucky's retirement, 
her sisters, Jill Parker Bankston and Amy 
Parker Gleason, along with their mother, 
Janet Parker, announced The Parker Sisters 
Scholarship that will be awarded to a 
female student serving as the Intramural 
Sports Committee Chair of Phi Mu 
Fraternity, a position that each sister held. 

The scholarship was announced during 
a reception when friends, family and 
colleagues gathered to celebrate Lucky 
and her dedication to the university for 
more than three decades. 

“Jana graduated from Byrd High School 
in 1988 and, not knowing very many 
people, came down to NSU on her own, 
tried out to be a Demon cheerleader and 
she made it,’ Bankston said. “I remember 
when | was in high school, Jana and all her 
Phi Mu sisters and friends would come to 
Shreveport for the State Fair game and 
our house would be packed with people 
for the weekend. Her famous scare was 
during the Homecoming parade when her 
basket toss was so high, she almost hit the 
downtown bridge.” 

The Parker sisters, who grew up in 
Shreveport, have strong ties to NSU, 
having each earned undergraduate 
degrees. Lucky earned a degree in 
journalism with a concentration in public 
relations in 1992. Bankston earned a 
degree in hospitality management and 
tourism with a minor in management 
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Announcing the Parker Sisters Scholarship were, from left, Amy Parker Gleason, Jana Parker 
Lucky, Jill Parker Bankston and their mother Janet Parker. 


in 1997 and Gleason earned a degree 

in health and exercise science in 1999. 
Lucky’s sons, Luke and Josh, and her 
daughter-in-law Abbey graduated from 
NSU as well as numerous extended family 
members. Her daughter Jessica is currently 
a student and cheerleader. 

Lucky joined the NSU staff as a recruiter 
right after graduation and she was named 
assistant director of Recruiting two years 
later. During that time, she earned a 
master’s degree in student personnel 
services and she and her husband 
Kerry had two small children. She was 
appointed director of Recruiting in 2000. 
In 2002, Lucky and her recruiting team 


brought in a record number of 1,911 
freshmen. When NSU moved to selective 
admissions in 2005, the recruiting team 
exceeded expectations and enrolled 
1,340 students. During that time, Lucky 
also worked with students affected by 
Hurricane Katrina. 

Lucky was promoted to director of 
Enrollment in 2018 when NSU hit another 
record freshman class with 1,560. In the 
fall of 2020, NSU recorded its highest 
enrollment ever with 11,447 students. 

Friends can contribute to the 
scholarship by visiting www. 
northwesternstatealumni.com/parker- 
scholarship/. 


Scholarship established in memory of nursing honors student 


The family of the late Lauren Corley Vaughn established a scholarship to benefit a Northwestern State 
University student pursuing a nursing degree through an accelerated program. The Lauren Corley 
Vaughn Memorial Scholarship will specifically impact students with a biology degree who enroll in 
NSU's accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree program. Eligible recipients must maintain a 


3.5 or higher grade point average. 


Vaughn graduated from Alexandria Senior High School in 2018 and earned a Bachelor of Science 
in Biology with honors at Louisiana Tech. She then enrolled in NSU’'s accelerated Bachelor to Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing program in Shreveport and was scheduled to earn a BSN in August. She was 


inducted into the Sigma Theta Tau International Beta Chi Chapter 068 on March 31. 


Vaughn first became interested in the field of medicine while on a high school field trip to LSU 
Medical Center. With her studies in biology and temporary work at Freedman’s Clinic, she became 
convinced that she was on the right career path. While excelling in her chosen profession, she never lost 


sight of her top priorities: faith and family. 
She passed away April 7, 2023. 


Friends who wish to contribute to the scholarship can do so at www.northwesternstatealumni.com/ 
vaughn-scholarship/. Contributions can also made payable to the NSU Foundation and mailed to 520 


University Parkway, Natchitoches, Louisiana 71497. 
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Moreau family honors patriarch with scholarship for pre-physical therapy students 


A Baton Rouge family honored the family patriarch by 


The Moreau family are, from left, Michael Moreau, Michael Moreau Jr., 
Jessica Moreau, Ethan Moreau, Holly Moreau, Ainsley Moreau, Madison 
Moreau, Matthew Moreau, Londyn Moreau, Margarette Moreau, Al 
Moreau, Jr. , Eugenie Moreau, Lohan Howard, Al Moreau Ill, Charlotte 
Moreau, Ava Grace Moreau, Aidan Moreau and Luke Moreau. 


establishing a scholarship in his honor at Northwestern State 
University. The Al Moreau Jr. Scholarship will put priority on 
students in pre-physical therapy. 

Moreau of Zachary is a 1966 graduate of NSU, earned All-Gulf 
States Conference honors as a member of the Demon football 
team. He was a teacher and coach in Baton Rouge and Lafayette 
high schools before attending graduate school at LSU and 
graduating from AUB Medical Center in physical therapy. In 1977, 
he opened the first Moreau Physical Therapy Clinic in Zachary 


= and now has clinics throughout the Louisiana and Texas. He also 


served as a board member for the Louisiana Physical Therapy 
Board. He was inducted into the Long Purple Line, NSU’s alumni 
hall of distinction, in 2008. 

Friends who wish to contribute to the scholarship can do so by 
visiting www.northwesternstatealumni.com/moreau-scholarship/. 


Paz scholarship to benefit education students 


Family and friends of Coach Willie Paz surprised him with the 
announcement that a scholarship has been established in his honor at 
Northwestern State University. The scholarship will benefit students pursuing 


a degree in education. 


Paz has coached tennis players of all ages in Natchitoches and touched 
the lives of many children, youth and adults. More than 50 tennis supporters 
contributed to the scholarship’s creation. 

Last year, Paz was inducted into the Hall of Distinguished Educators, the 
Gallaspy College of Education and Human Development hall of distinction, 
and recognized during Homecoming Festivities. 

Friends can contribute to the scholarship by visiting the following link: 
www.northwesternstatealumni.com/paz-scholarship/. 


From left are Meagan Cobb, Cissy Paz (1998), Coach 
Paz (1976), Ashley Paz (2015) and Dr. Marc Paz (2020). 
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Memorial scholarship honors late business student 


The family of the late Nolan Carter Mabile has established a scholarship in his memory 
through the Northwestern State University Foundation. Mabile, a graduate of Magnolia 
Bend Academy, was a business administration major and honor student at Northwestern. 


Mabile, formerly of Coushatta, was an avid 
outdoorsman who loved boating, hunting and 
fishing, especially duck hunting. According to his 
family, “Nolan will forever be remembered for his 
infectious smile and the laughter he brought to the 
hearts of all that knew him. Often, Nolan expressed 
his love for special people by donning them with 
nicknames and terms of endearment. He was an old 
soul who never met a stranger. He spread his joy 
to all that may have crossed his path, regardless of 
age, whether he was in school, working outdoors, 
hunting, or lending a hand to those in need.” 
Mabile passed away June 25 at age 19. 

Information regarding the scholarship is 
available by contacting NSU’s Office of University 
Advancement at (318) 357-4414. Friends can 
contribute to the scholarship by visiting www. 
northwesternstatealumni.com/mabile-scholarship/. 


The NSU Foundation would like 
to announce the following newly 
established scholarships. 


Eric Thomas Englehardt Music/Musical 
Theater Memorial Scholarship 


Jeff West Scholarship 


The Moulton Family International 
Student Relief Fund 


Lewis C. Hines Memorial Scholarship 


Cade & Kimberly Roberson Endowed 
Scholarship 


Mark Thompson Family Scholarship 


Representative Gabe & Erica Firment 
Education Major Scholarship 


Thorton Family Scholarship 


For information on how you can support new 
or existing scholarships, contact Tiffany Morgan 
at morgarnti@nsula.edu or 318-357-4430. 
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Headshots of Class of 2023 N-Club Hall of Fame inductees surround a team shot of the 2000-01 NSU men’s basketball team. 
Headshots, top row from left are Dr. William Broussard, Jacqueline Canton, Britiany Cargill, Andre Carron. On the bottom row 
are Angela Davidson, Matt Donner, Erin Hebert, Annie Johnston, Brandon Morgan, Gene Tennison and Ahmad Willis. 


N Club induction will enshrine 12 Demon greats in Hall of Fame 


A quartet of All-American football 
players, a Southland Conference women’s 
basketball Player of the Year and a 
trailblazing basketball team highlight the 
Northwestern State N-Club Hall of Fame 
Class of 2023. 

The 12-member group will be inducted 
and honored at 9 a.m. on Nov. 4 ahead of 
the Demons’ Homecoming football game 
against Houston Christian. Kickoff for the 
game is set for 2 p.m. 

For the first time since 2017, all 
inductees came from the competitive 
portion of the ballot, headlined by the 
selection of four football All-Americans. 


Linebacker Andre Carron (1991), 
offensive lineman William Broussard 
(1998, 1999), offensive lineman Gene 
Tennison (2001) and defensive end 
Ahmad Willis (2001) combined for five All- 
American honors in their NSU careers and 
will head into the Hall of Fame together. 

Joining them in the induction class are 
Angela Davidson, the 2001-02 Southland 
Conference Women’s Basketball Player of 
the Year and a three-time All-Southland 
selection, softball’s Annie Johnston, a 
first-team Academic All-American, the 
2001 Southland Conference Newcomer of 
the Year and 2002 Southland Conference 


Player and Hitter of the Year, three-time 
All-Southland Conference baseball second 
baseman Brandon Morgan, three-time 
NCAA Championships qualifier Jacqueline 
Canton, Southland Conference Soccer 
Players of the Year Erin Hebert and 
Britiany Cargill, two-time first-team All- 
Southland third baseman Matt Donner 
and the 2000-01 men’s basketball team, 
who authored the first NCAA Tournament 
appearance in program history, winning 
the inaugural play-in game against 
Winthrop. 

More information and bios of inductees 
can be accessed at nsudemons.com. 


N Club Hall of Famer Brittain leaves behind legacy of service, smiles 


The family of N-Club Hall of Fame Distinguished Service Award 
winner Jack Brittain Jr. established a scholarship in memory of the 
former Demon football player and Natchitoches legend. 

The Jack Brittain Jr. Memorial Scholarship will benefit a 
Northwestern State female student-athlete and is named after 
Brittain, a Demon football player from 1974-78, who worked 
tirelessly to promote the university and its athletic program once 
his playing career ended. 

A prominent supporter of all things Northwestern State and 
Natchitoches, Brittain died July 11 at 67 after a brief illness. 

A multi-sport standout at St. Mary's Catholic School, Brittain 
excelled in basketball, track and field and football - ultimately 
deciding to follow the college football footsteps of his father, Jack 


Sr., who played running back at Louisiana Tech in the late 1940s. 

Donations to the Jack Brittain Jr. Memorial Scholarship Fund 
are open and can be made by texting NSUJACK to 71777 and 
following the prompts. 
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HLETIC NEWS 


Family is the backbone for NSU softball coach abd Prejean 


New Northwestern State head softball coach Lacy Prejean 
added two things to her life Aug. 2, a new family and a new color 
scheme to her wardrobe. 

After years spent wearing the crimson of Alabama and the 
vermillion of UL Lafayette, the addition of NSU purple to her 
closet was made easier thanks to one of the most important 
things in her life - family. 

“There is no doubt that God orchestrated every step in the 
journey that led me here today,’ Prejean said in front of a packed 
Stroud Room inside the Donald G. Kelly Fieldhouse. “| want to 
thank Him for instilling in me an unwavering faith and making it 
very clear that the Northwestern State family was special. 

“| felt that sense of family from the first conversation | had with 
(NSU Director of Athletics) Kevin Bostian, and it only got stronger 
when | got to campus and met Mr. Mike Newton, Mr. Buddy 
Wood, (NSU President) Dr. (Marcus) Jones and so many other 
administrators and staff. Every single person that | met made me 
feel like family.’ 

Prejean became NSU's 12th head softball coach after Donald 
Pickett resigned in late July after 15 years with the program and 
multiple conference tournament championships. Both Bostian 
and Prejean made it a point to thank Pickett and his family for 
their service to NSU and Natchitoches. 

It was another Hall of Famer that helped form Prejean’s 
coaching acumen and the basis of her family culture and 
philosophy in Alabama skipper Patrick Murphy and long-time 
assistant Alyson Habetz. 

“They gave this country girl from Scott a chance to play Division 
| softball at a high level,’ Prejean said.“They helped mold my 
coaching philosophy and were the ultimate role models on and 
off the field. If | can be as good as they are at developing players 
and inspiring student-athletes like they've inspired me, then the 
Southland Conference better watch out.’ 

Prejean also thanked UL head coach Gerry Glasco for the 
opportunity to coach alongside him for the past five seasons for 
the Ragun Cajuns and serving as another mentor in preparing her 
to be a head coach. 

The ties that connect Prejean coaching mentors like Murphy 
and Glasco are equally as strong as the ones that connect her to 
her parents, siblings and laundry list of others that have become 


Lacy Prejean, left, posed with NSU Director of Athletics Kevin 
Bostian following her introductory press conference Aug. 2. 


part of her journey. 

After a promise to her new players to work hard to make their 
college experience unforgettable, Prejean shared her family- 
based philosophy that reinforced the notion of NSU being the 
right fit at the right time. 

“Person over athlete is the fundamental basis of my coaching 
philosophy,’ Prejean said. “It’s critical that every student-athlete 
knows that she is valued and appreciated as a person first and 
that will be my number one priority. Secondly, | believe that 
an authentic culture of excellence can only exist in a family 
environment. 

“My definition of family is summed up in the acronym - forget 
about me, | love you. Building this kind of family isn’t easy in 
today’s culture. It requires sacrificing personal feelings and egos, 
investing time to building relationships that cultivate trust, 
believing in something bigger than self and having hope in the 
greatness that can be accomplished together. And it requires 
loving others even when they don't deserve it. If these things are 
practiced consistently over time, a culture of excellence will grow 
and that's when the real magic happens.” 


Demon Brothers support 2023 Football program 


NORTHWESTERN STATE 


VA 
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A large group of former Northwestern 
State football players gathered to 
cook lunch for the current Demon 
team following its Aug. 12 preseason 
scrimmage. The former players also 
spoke to the team ahead of the 2023 
season. 
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In Memory 


1943 - Valery Valentine Laing, 
July 26, 2023, Covington 


1949 - Edgar Sibley Gaddis, 
Sept. 4, 2023, Bossier City 


1952 — Jack Thomas Gaston, 
May 28, 2023, Georgetown, Texas 


1954 - Barbara Sue Stephenson Burns, 
June 4, 2021, Dallas 


1954 - Walter Burns, February 19, 2021, 
Dallas 


1955 - David Eugene Christman, 
Aug 14, 2023, Winnfield 


1956 — Benny Esley Smith, June 5, 2023, 
Winnfield 


1957 — Alton Gene Weldon, 
June 23, 2023, Shreveport 


1957, 1960, 1969, 1973 — Dr. Jerry Payne, 
July 17, 2023, Hallsville, Texas 


1958 — James “Jim” Rougeau, 
Aug. 26, 2023, Shreveport 


1960 — Philip Rowe Rust, July 2, 2022, 
Sulphur 


1963 — Lewis C. Hines, July 16, 2023, 
Natchitoches 


1963 — Sue Peace Peterson, Aug. 3, 2023, 
Florien 


1964 — Ernest Scott Woodard Jr., 
July 26, 2023, McKinney, Texas 


1965 - Tommy Bye Sr., June 11, 2023, 
Denham Springs 


1969 — Allen Cannon Lambard Jr., 
Dec. 21, 2022, Haughton 


1970 — Lacy Earl “Skip” Breeden Ill, 
July 20, 2023, Pride 


1972 - Rosemary Ann Zelipsky Bonial, 
June 10, 2023, Frisco, Texas 


1972 - Susan Guidry, March 4, 2023, 
Marksville 


1974 -- Ronald R. Wilkinson, Ph.D., 
June 6, 2023, Dallas 


1978 — Margaret Bullard Kratzer, Aug, 14, 
2023, Minden/Mandeville 


1979 — Jack O. “Britt” Brittain Jr., 
July 11, 2023, Natchitoches 


1979 — Master Sgt. (Retired) Oscar Edwin 
Tice, June 24, 2023, Lawton, 
Oklahoma 


1982 —- Deitra Ann Dupuy, Aug. 15, 2023, 
Baton Rouge 


1986 — Joel Pearce, June 1, 2023, 
Carthage, Texas 


1996 — Eddie Foust, July 5, 2023, 
Natchitoches 


Correction 


1996 — Bethel Ann Roberts, 
July 30, 2023, Provencal 

1997, 2005 — Norman Booker III, 
Aug. 18, 2023, Many 


2001 — Eric Thomas Engelhardt, 
June 26, 2023, Marrero 


2001 - Christopher Barbo, July 31, 2023, 
Frisco, Texas 


Nolan Carter Mabile, June 22, 2023, 
Coushatta 


Mary Frances deVargas Lowrey, 
July 8, 2023, Shreveport 


Hannah Renee Parham, July 8, 2023, 
Stonewall 


Maddisen Annise Martin, July 9. 2023, 
Mittie 

Emily Hardisty, July 21, 2023, Oakdale 

John Chaney, July 25, 2023, Zachary 


Michael Ray Bowen, Aug. 17, 2023, 
Natchitoches 


Mark Daniels, Aug. 28, 2023, 
Natchitoches 


Edigio John Distefano, Aug. 23, 2023, 
Boyce 


Walter Crawford Holmes, B.S., Ph.D., 
Sept. 5, 2023 
Dr. Holmes taught Biology and 
Botany at NSU from 1975-1989 


Female athletes who attended the Title IX Celebration were not identified in 
the Summer edition of Alumni Columns. They are, front row from left, Vicki 
Weeks, Jackie Smith, Dianna Thomas, Inez Brew, Greta Wallace Jones and 
Nanette Hawthorne, Title IX Celebration coordinator. On the back row are 
Sherry Hollingsworth, Pat Tauzin Masters, Donna Crawford Shield, Michelle 
Champagne, Emma Ellerman Boozman, Lisa Brewer, Dianne Pittman McCain, 
Pat Nolan Pierson, Mona Davidson Martin, Do Bonin, Laura McCain Moody, 
Debbie Greene Pender and Rhonda Ellerman Guidroz. 


In a Summer edition article about the NSU Demon Battalion, the names of 
LTC Arthur Smalley and LTG Joseph Cosumano Jr. were transposed in photo 
captions. The editor regrets the error. 
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Guess Who 


A Fall 1988 football season that 
began under the cloud of expert 
projections of mediocrity ended 
just short of the mountaintop 
when the Demons fell to Idaho 
in the quarterfinals of the 
national championship playoffs. 
It was a team that ignored 

long odds and relished difficult 
challenges. After whipping 

the Lumberjacks at Stephen F. 
Austin to win the conference 
championship, the Demons 
traveled for playoff games and 
their first round victory over 


Boise State before falling to the Senior Class officers are pictured in the 1965 
University of Idaho. Pictured is Potpourri were Jimmy Berry, president; Barbara 
the Demon's runningback who Martin, secretary; Patsy Gaspard, senior women’s 
played with a broken wrist. representative, and Tommy Putnam, vice 
Can you name him? president. 
Send your answers to jacksonl@nsula.edu and include the year you 
graduated and city of residence. Those who guessed correctly are as follows. 
Judy Gowland Edwards (1966), Baton Rouge 
nr LL \ ia Bill Finical (1966) 
a ee THA Jesse McWilliams (1965), El Dorado, Arkansas/Hot 


um Springs, Arkansas 


: > Calbert Marcantel (1966), San Marcos, Texas - He 
, a writes, “Jimmy and | were in Blue Key together 
: = a rewwenealezzcaannal finumunen (ers F and Tommy Putnam was a member of the award 
: Se Z {- = winning Black Knights Drill Team” 
/ _ = ae 


Bettie Moore Meachum (1966, 1969), Dallas 


Looking Back 


—————$!_ XR 


Homecoming 1973 was celebrated on 
Nov. 3 of that year with Queen Margaret 
Zulick of Natchitoches crowned 
Homecoming Queen during the 
football matchup with McNeese. Her 
court included Maids Corrie Jiles, Becky 
Doherty, Mary Sibley, Noel Ratcliffe, 
Helen Wofford, Carla Kelly, Reneva 
Carnahan, Susan Atkinson, Dorothy Jiles 
and Lynn Morgan. 
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CLASS OF 2027 
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Northwestern State University welcomed a freshman class of more than 1,100 new students for the Fall 2023 semester. Members of 
the Class of 2027 participated in New Student Convocation Aug. 20, a ceremony that marks the beginning of their undergraduate 
journey. During Convocation, student were introduced to deans and department heads and learned about Demon culture, history 
and traditions. Members of the Class of 2027 come from 260 high schools in the U.S. and 19 international high schools and 25 
countries. Included in the group are 48 valedictorian and salutatorians, two students with perfect ACT scores and six sets of twins. 


